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Packing Tips

We encourage all of our tour participants to pack lightly since you will be responsible for handling your luggage throughout the trip.  We strongly recommend that everyone put their name on all personal belongings and leave all valuables at home.  When packing, also remember to leave room for souvenirs. 
Our general packing recommendations are to bring:
· Comfortable walking shoes

· Photo ID 
· Money– About $100-150 is enough spending money to cover any meals not included in the tour package plus a little spending money for souvenirs.
· Season-appropriate clothing (one outfit per day)
· Sweatshirt/Jacket/Raingear/Umbrella
· Pajamas

· Alarm clock and watch

· Tissues

· Toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, etc…
· Ziploc bags for items that might leak 
· Eyeglasses, contact lenses, solution (if applicable)
· Sunglasses

· Medications and copies of prescriptions

· Camera

· Addresses and stamps (for mailing postcards)
· Chargers for cell phone

In addition, it is customary to collect about $2 per person/per day to show your appreciation for your tour guide and about $1 per person/per day for your bus driver. 

For groups that are flying, we recommend travelers use carry-on luggage. Most airlines now charge for checked bags and each tour participnat is responsible for paying for those fees at check-in.  Our suggestion is to have roommates share a bag so they can split any possible checked bag fees.  Please consult the TSA website at http://www.tsa.gov/travelers/index.shtm to see which items are prohibited in carry-on luggage.  
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